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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 3/18/2004 is in 
compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure 
statement is being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: pg. 61 line 8 should 
read, "...at least either of the apparatus body a«d or the..." 

Appropriate correction is required. 

4. Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: pg. 61 line 1, should 
read, "The th© communication apparatus..." 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

7. Claims 1-2, 4-6, and 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kenmochi et al. (US 5,487,106) in view of Kubosono et al. 
(JP8084197). 

8. In regards to claim 1 Kenmochi et al. discloses, a communication apparatus 
connectable to the Internet comprising (Col. 2 line(s) 18-31, teaches a facsimile 
apparatus (an apparatus body) with a modem being connectable to the Internet): 

a. an apparatus body including connecting means for connecting the 
communication apparatus to the Internet (Col. 2 line(s) 18-31, teaches a 
facsimile apparatus (an apparatus body) with a modem as means for being 
able connect to the Internet.); 

b. and a storage device capable of being detachably attached to the 
apparatus body, or portable as a unit from the apparatus body (Col. 2 line(s) 4- 
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18, teaches the storage device (the card) as being connected and 
detachable (portable) from the apparatus body.); 

c. the storage device being capable of storing at least either of information 
being a subject for communications and setting information necessary for the 
Internet connection, as information on the Internet (Col. 2 line(s) 5-13, teaches 
the card as having RAM which is capable of storing at least either of 
information being a subject for communications and setting information 
necessary for the Internet connection, as information on the Internet), and 
including: 

i. display means for displaying stored information (Col. 3 line(s) 42- 
48, teaches display means for displaying stored information.); 

ii. and input means for subjecting the information displayed on the 
display means, to an editing manipulation (Col. 3 line(s) 33-35, teaches 
the keyboard as being input means for subjecting the information 
displayed on the display means, to an editing manipulation.), 



9. Kenmochi et al. do not teach the connection means of the apparatus body 
performing communications through the Internet utilizing the information on the Internet 
as stored in the storage device. 

10. In the same field of endeavor Kubosono et al. teach a communication network as 
connection means, from the apparatus body, that uses the information from the 
information card (storage device) to connect to the internet 010012). 
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1 1 . Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Kenmochi et al. communication apparatus 
capable of utilizing portable device with Kubosono et al. teaching as discussed above to 
allow for the capability of using the information communication link card to choose the 
optimal communication network for direction of a user automatically, and can 
communicate to offer the efficient communication mode which can communicate without 
being conscious of the information communication network and communication service 
to diversify. 

12. In regards to claim 2 Kenmochi et al. discloses, wherein the apparatus body 
further includes setting means for setting the information on the Internet as stored in the 
storage device, to be valid or invalid (Col. 2 line(s) 56-60, teaches varies 
manipulation keys, as define in the specification on pg. 50 line(s) 6-9, for setting 
means for setting the information on the Internet as stored in the storage device, 
to be valid or invalid.). 

13. In regards to claim 4 Kenmochi et al. discloses, a communication apparatus 
connectable to the Internet (Col. 2 line(s) 18-31, teaches a facsimile apparatus (an 
apparatus body) with a modem being connectable to the Internet), comprising: 

d. a separate unit which is separable from an apparatus body, and which is 
connectable so as to operate in association with the apparatus body (Col. 2 
line(s) 4-18, teaches a portable card (separate unit) that is separable from 
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the facsimile apparatus and which is connectable so as to operate in 
association with the apparatus body.), 

e. the separate unit including storage means capable of storing at least 
either of information being a subject for communications and setting information 
necessary for the Internet connection, as information on the Internet (Col. 2 
line(s) 5-13, teaches the card as having RAM which is capable of storing at 
least either of information being a subject for communications and setting 
information necessary for the Internet connection, as information on the 
Internet); 

14. Kenmochi et al. do not teach at least either of the apparatus body and the 
separate unit includes connection means for performing the communications through 
the Internet, utilizing the information on the Internet as stored in the storage means of 
the separate unit. 

15. In the same field of endeavor Kubosono et al. teach a communication network as 
connection means, from the apparatus body, that uses the information from the 
information card (storage device) to connect to the internet (11001 2). 

16. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Kenmochi et al. communication apparatus 
capable of utilizing portable device with Kubosono et al. teaching as discussed above to 
allow for the capability of using the information communication link card to choose the 
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optimal communication network for direction of a user automatically, and can 
communicate to offer the efficient communication mode which can communicate without 
being conscious of the information communication network and communication service 
to diversify. 

17. In regards to claim 5 Kenmochi et al. discloses, a storage device capable of 
being detachably attached to the apparatus body, or portable as a unit from the 
apparatus body (Col. 2 line(s) 4-18, teaches the storage device (the card) as being 
connected and detachable (portable) from the apparatus body.); 

f. the storage device being capable of storing at least either of information 
being a subject for communications and setting information necessary for the 
Internet connection, as information on the Internet (Col. 2 line(s) 5-13, teaches 
the card as having RAM which is capable of storing at least either of 
information being a subject for communications and setting information 
necessary for the Internet connection, as information on the Internet.), and 
including: 

iii. display means for displaying stored information (Col. 3 line(s) 42- 
48, teaches display means for displaying stored information.); 

iv. and input means for subjecting the information displayed on the 
display means, to an editing manipulation (Col. 3 line(s) 33-35, teaches 
the keyboard as being input means for subjecting the information 
displayed on the display means, to an editing manipulation.), 
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18. Kenmochi et al. do not teach the connection means of the apparatus body 
performing communications through the Internet utilizing the information on the Internet 
as stored in the storage device. 

19. In the same field of endeavor Kubosono et al. teach a communication network as 
connection means, from the apparatus body, that uses the information from the 
information card (storage device) to connect to the internet (H0012). 

20. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Kenmochi et al. communication apparatus 
capable of utilizing portable device with Kubosono et al. teaching as discussed above to 
allow for the capability of using the information communication link card to choose the 
optimal communication network for direction of a user automatically, and can 
communicate to offer the efficient communication mode which can communicate without 
being conscious of the information communication network and communication service 
to diversify. 

21. In regards to claim 6 Kenmochi et al. discloses, wherein the apparatus body 
further includes setting means for setting the information on the Internet as stored in the 
separate unit or the storage device, to be valid or invalid (Col. 2 line(s) 56-60, teaches 
varies manipulation keys, as define in the specification on pg. 50 line(s) 6-9, for 
setting means for setting the information on the Internet as stored in the storage 
device, to be valid or invalid.) 
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22. In regards to claim 8 Kenmochi et al. do not teach, wherein in the case where the 
information on the Internet as stored in the separate unit and the information on the 
Internet as stored in the storage device are both set valid by the setting means, and 
where only either of the separate unit and the storage device is connected or attached, 
the connection means performs the communications through the Internet by utilizing the 
information on the Internet as stored in either of them. 

23. In the same field of endeavor Kubosono et al teach wherein in the case where 
the information on the Internet as stored in the separate unit and the information on the 
Internet as stored in the storage device are both set valid by the setting means, and 
where only either of the separate unit and the storage device is connected or attached, 
the connection means performs the communications through the Internet by utilizing the 
information on the Internet as stored in either of them HI0012). 

24. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Kenmochi et al. communication apparatus 
capable of utilizing portable device with Kubosono et al. teaching as discussed above to 
allow for the capability of using the information communication link card to choose the 
optimal communication network for direction of a user automatically, and can 
communicate to offer the efficient communication mode which can communicate without 
being conscious of the information communication network and communication service 
to diversify. 
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25. In regards to claim 9 Kenmochi et al. do not teach, wherein in the case where the 
information on the Internet as stored in the separate unit and the information on the 
Internet as stored in the storage device are both set valid by the setting means, and 
where the separate unit is connected, while the storage device is attached, the 
connection means performs the communications through the Internet by utilizing the 
information on the Internet as stored in that one of the separate unit and the storage 
device whose priority level is higher in accordance with preset priority levels. 

26. In the same field of endeavor Kubosono et al teach wherein in the case where 
the information on the Internet as stored in the separate unit and the information on the 
Internet as stored in the storage device are both set valid by the setting means, and 
where the separate unit is connected, while the storage device is attached, the 
connection means performs the communications through the Internet by utilizing the 
information on the Internet as stored in that one of the separate unit and the storage 
device whose priority level is higher in accordance with preset priority levels (11001 2). 

27. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Kenmochi et al. communication apparatus 
capable of utilizing portable device with Kubosono et al. teaching as discussed above to 
allow for the capability of using the information communication link card to choose the 
optimal communication network for direction of a user automatically, and can 
communicate to offer the efficient communication mode which can communicate without 
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being conscious of the information communication network and communication service 
to diversify. 

28. In regards to claim 10 Kenmochi et al. discloses, wherein the separate unit is a 
manipulation panel which can be detachably attached to the apparatus body (Col. 2 
line(s) 4-18, teaches the separate unit (the card) as being a manipulation panel 
connected and detachable (portable) from the apparatus body.), 

g. and with which a manipulating input for a communication function is 
possible in both an attached state and a detached state (Col. 2 line(s) 4-13 and 
22-31, teaches that a manipulating input for a communication function is 
possible in both an attached state and a detached state.) . 

29. In regards to claim 1 1 Kenmochi et al. discloses, wherein the separate unit is a 
slave set which can operate with the apparatus body being a master set (abstract, 
teaches that the card is a slave set which can operate with the apparatus body 
being a master set.). 

30. In regards to claim 12 Kenmochi et al. discloses, a program which causes a 
computer to function as any of the communication apparatus of claim 1 (Col. 2 line(s) 
25-27, teaches the communication apparatus (facsimile apparatus) having ROM in 
which is programs to control the facsimile apparatus as claimed in claim 1.). 

31. In regards to claim 13 Kenmochi et al. discloses, program which causes a 
computer to function as any of the communication apparatus of claim 4 (Col. 2 line(s) 
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25-27, teaches the communication apparatus (facsimile apparatus) having ROM in 
which is programs to control the facsimile apparatus as claimed in claim 4.). 

32. Claims 3 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kenmochi et al. (US 5,487,106), further in view of Kubosono et al. (JP8084197) as 
applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Sato et al. (US 5,384,834). 

33. In regards to claim 3 neither Kenmochi et al. nor Kubosono et al. teach, wherein 
the apparatus body further includes warning means responsive to a set content of the 
setting means and an attached state of the storage device; the warning means issues a 
warning for notifying that no storage device is attached, in the case where the 
information on the Internet is set valid by the setting means and where the storage 
device is not attached, and issues a warning for prompting the user to designate which 
of a plurality of storage devices is to be validated, in the case where the plurality of 
storage devices are attached; and the warning means issues a warning for notifying 
that the storage device is invalidated, in the case where the information on the Internet 
is set invalid by the setting means and where the storage device is attached. 

34. In the same field of endeavor Sato e al. teach wherein the apparatus body further 
includes warning means responsive to a set content of the setting means and an 
attached state of the storage device (Col. 10 line(s) 49-68 - Col. 11 line(s) 1-13); the 
warning means issues a warning for notifying that no storage device is attached (Col. 
11 line(s) 36-40), in the case where the information on the Internet is set valid by the 
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setting means and where the storage device is not attached, and issues a warning for 
prompting the user to designate which of a plurality of storage devices is to be 
validated, in the case where the plurality of storage devices are attached (Col. 11 
line(s) 43-45); and the warning means issues a warning for notifying that the storage 
device is invalidated, in the case where the information on the Internet is set invalid by 
the setting means and where the storage device is attached (Col. 10 line(s) 49-68 - 
Col. 11 line(s)1-13). 

35. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Kenmochi et al. communication apparatus 
capable of utilizing portable device and Kubosono et al. information communication card 
system with Sato et al. teaching as discussed above to allow for the capability of 
sending messages representing when the correct settings are not detected when the 
detachable memory device is attached or not. 

36. In regards to claim 7 neither Kenmochi et al. nor Kubosono et al. teach, wherein 
the apparatus body further includes warning means responsive to a set content of the 
setting means and an attached state of the storage device; the warning means issues a 
warning for notifying that no storage device is attached, in the case where the 
information on the Internet is set valid by the setting means and where the storage 
device is not attached, and issues a warning for prompting the user to designate which 
of a plurality of storage devices is to be validated, in the case where the plurality of 
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storage devices are attached; and the warning means issues a warning for notifying 
that the storage device is invalidated, in the case where the information on the Internet 
is set invalid by the setting means and where the storage device is attached. 

37. In the same field of endeavor Sato e al. teach wherein the apparatus body further 
includes warning means responsive to a set content of the setting means and an 
attached state of the storage device (Col. 10 line(s) 49-68 - Col. 11 line(s) 1-13); the 
warning means issues a warning for notifying that no storage device is attached (Col. 
11 line(s) 36-40), in the case where the information on the Internet is set valid by the 
setting means and where the storage device is not attached, and issues a warning for 
prompting the user to designate which of a plurality of storage devices is to be 
validated, in the case where the plurality of storage devices are attached (Col. 11 
line(s) 43-45); and the warning means issues a warning for notifying that the storage 
device is invalidated, in the case where the information on the Internet is set invalid by 
the setting means and where the storage device is attached (Col. 10 line(s) 49-68 - 
Col. 11 line(s)1-13). 

38. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Kenmochi et al. communication apparatus 
capable of utilizing portable device and Kubosono et al. information communication card 
system with Sato et al. teaching as discussed above to allow for the capability of 
sending messages representing when the correct settings are not detected when the 
detachable memory device is attached or not. 
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Conclusion 



39. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Benton et al. (US 4,625,276) data logging and transfer system 
using portable and resident units. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to La Juania N. Mouzon whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3045. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton Burgess can be reached on 571-272-3949. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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